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combination of natural beauty and grace with, the evi-
dent subjugation of his body by stalwart, rugged think-
ing, produced what at first seemed jerkiness, but was
soon felt to be an absorbing interplay of mind and body.
Such a personality was almost unique, and Ms students
soon came under its spell. Subordinating the text-book
to the position of an aid to memory, Dr. McOosh enforced
the spoken word of his lectures into a powerful stimulus,
and used his discussions as a spur to original thought in
his hearers. He thus created an enthusiasm which made
those who felt it designate him as a man of Socratic mould.
Even in that most difficult of all teaching functions, the
oral instruction of large classes, Dr. McCosh was able to
keep every mind in the room under the spell of his own
movement. There were many amusing contretemps on
such occasions, and occasionally some turbulence, with a
corresponding display of righteous indignation from the
chair. But there never was languor, and never the feel-
ing that the class, like a skittish steed, had even momen-
tarily escaped from control. The born teacher, like the
ship-master in a gale, simply exerted himself as the occa-
sion demanded, and all was well. In this connection, it
should be noticed that Dr. McCosh was one of the first
to introduce into the United States, under the name of
"Library Meetings," what is now known by the German
designation of Seminar. In the hospitality of his own
study his best pupils assembled at regular intervals to
hear living problems stated by graduates of special power,
or by strangers invited for the purpose, and then to par-
ticipate in a long, lively discussion, of which the host was
the instigator and the moderator.
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